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The factors that led me to declare a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran on
March 15, 1995, have not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran, including its support for international
terrorism, efforts to undermine the Middle
East peace process, and its acquisition of
weapons of mass destruction and the means
to deliver them, continue to threaten the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Accordingly, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad authorities that are in place
by virtue of the March 15, 1995, declaration
of emergency.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 5, 1997.

Proclamation 6977—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1997
March 5, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, as we observe National Poison

Prevention Week, we highlight two achieve-
ments: the effectiveness of child-resistant
packaging required by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and the
lifesaving work of the Nation’s poison control
centers. These public health efforts have re-
duced childhood poisoning deaths from 450
deaths in 1961 to 50 deaths in 1993. How-
ever, according to the American Association
of Poison Control Centers, over one million
children each year are exposed to potentially
poisonous medicines and household chemi-
cals.

Virtually all poisonings are preventable,
and we must continue to inform parents,
grandparents, and caregivers how to prevent
childhood poisonings. The Poison Prevention
Week Council, a coalition of 39 national or-
ganizations determined to stop accidental
poisonings, distributes valuable information
used by poison control centers, pharmacies,
public health departments, and others to

conduct poison prevention programs in their
communities.

Simple safety measures—such as correctly
using child-resistant packaging and keeping
potentially harmful substances locked away
from children—can save lives. And if a poi-
soning occurs, a poison control center can
offer quick and lifesaving intervention.

The CPSC requires child-resistant packag-
ing for many medicines and household
chemicals. A recent CPSC study showed that
every year approximately 24 children’s lives
are saved by child-resistant packaging for oral
prescription medicines. The CPSC recently
took action to ensure that child-resistant
packaging will be easier for adults to use as
well. This, in turn, will increase the use of
child-resistant packaging, preventing more
poisonings.

To encourage Americans to learn more
about the dangers of accidental poisonings
and to take more preventive measures, the
Congress, by joint resolution approved Sep-
tember 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681), has author-
ized and requested the President to issue a
proclamation designating the third week of
March of each year as ‘‘National Poison Pre-
vention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 16 through March
22, 1997, as National Poison Prevention
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate
ceremonies and activities and by learning
how to prevent accidental poisonings among
children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 7, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 10.
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Remarks to a Joint Session of the
Michigan Legislature in Lansing,
Michigan
March 6, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker, Governor. Thank you all for that
wonderful welcome in this magnificent cap-
itol. I’m delighted to be here today with so
many of your State officials—Lieutenant
Governor Binsfeld; your State board of edu-
cation president, Kathleen Strauss. I don’t
know if Frank Kelley met Theodore Roo-
sevelt, but he did meet me when I became
attorney general. [Laughter] And some days
I feel about that old. I want to thank the
mayor of Lansing, Mayor Hollister, for meet-
ing me at the airport, and all the other State
officials and dignitaries who are here—Rep-
resentative Sikkema, thank you, sir; and Sen-
ator Cherry and Senator Posthumus.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
and others who flew down here with me
today—your former Governor, Jim Blan-
chard and his wife, Janet; Congressman Din-
gell; your Congresswoman from here, Con-
gressman Debbie Stabenow; Representative
Levin; Representative Kilpatrick; Represent-
ative Conyers; Representative Stupak; Rep-
resentative Camp; and Representative
Hoekstra and Representative Barcia. Did I
get them all? [Laughter] Nine, we only had
nine here. I could only muster nine, but
that’s a quorum—[laughter]—even in the
State legislature—of the Michigan delega-
tion. I thank them for coming down.

Thank you, Wendell Anthony, for your in-
vocation, and thank you for making me feel
so welcome.

When I came in, the Speaker and I were
looking up at this magnificent ceiling, and
I noticed that the seal of the State of Michi-
gan was right next to the seal of my home
State of Arkansas. And maybe one reason for
that is that the Congress approved us coming
into the Union at the same time.

I was reading also the account of Theodore
Roosevelt coming here 90 years ago. I know
you have partisan differences today. You
might be interested to know that 90 years
ago there were 32 Republicans and no
Democrats in the Senate. [Laughter] If you
clap too much, I’ve got a great closing line—

Governor, you’ll get mad at it. [Laughter]
There were 95 Republicans and 5 Democrats
in the House. And it was the aftermath of
the Civil War.

I say this because our two States have been
entwined in an interesting way over the
course of time. We were allowed together
into the Union because Michigan was a free
State and Arkansas was a Southern slave
State, and Michigan became the party—ad-
hering to the party of Abraham Lincoln, of
freedom, and the party of Theodore Roo-
sevelt, which the Governor explained. And
most of us Democrats are pretty proud of
those folks, too. They represent the best in
America.

Then, after the Great Depression, Michi-
gan basically became the home of tens of
thousands of people from my State who sim-
ply could not make a living anymore on the
farm, and the factories of Michigan gave peo-
ple from Arkansas, black and white together,
the chance to come up here and build a de-
cent middle class life and educate their chil-
dren and be a part of what was then Ameri-
ca’s future. So anybody from my roots must
be exceedingly grateful to the people of
Michigan and the history and the heritage
of Michigan.

When Theodore Roosevelt was here, he
was going to Michigan State to address the
graduates there, just as I did a couple of years
ago. And I might say the president of Michi-
gan State is here, and I told him today that
he gave me a picture of Theodore Roosevelt’s
address to the graduates at Michigan State,
and it now hangs on my office wall at the
White House at the entrance to my little pri-
vate office off the Oval Office, and I look
up there and see Teddy Roosevelt speaking
every day that I go to work.

Before that, he came here, and when he
spoke here I suppose the place looked about
like it does now, thanks to your magnificent
renovation, and I applaud you for doing this.
People all over America should remember
it’s worth investing a little money to protect
your roots and your heritage, and the beauty
and meaning of what we were, as well as what
we hope to be.

In 1907 when Teddy Roosevelt came here
we were at the dawn of the industrial era.
This building had been wired for electricity


